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Gerard Kenned

Member of Parliament for ParkdalHigh Park

MP Report

Breach of Trust on Jobs

Gerard has been questioning Prime
Minister Harper and his ministers every day in
the House of Commons since it resumed Sep-
tember 14", on the misuse and delay of funds
intended to create jobs.

Gerard released excerpts from his
forthcoming report covering several of the in-
frastructure funds ¢
budget, and for which he has oversight as Crit-
ic for Infrastructure, Cities and Communities.
In many of the funds, highly disproportionate
amounts of dollars and/or projects have gone to
Conservative ridings, notably those of Minis-
ters responsible for the funds.

“Mr . Harper pr omi
targeted on the needs of the unemployed and
communities, not @n
rard told media. In Ontario, half of the Con-
servative Cabinet Ministers gave themselves
double to quadruple allocations, despite several

September 1,72009
Volume 1, Issue 5

PHP Not-For Profits Rise
to Mid-Summer Challenge

When Gerard found out that a spe
capital funding program for not fo
profits was being released with

publicity in the middle of the summ
he alerted local neprofit groups an

got colleagues across the provinc
do the same. Despite the short th
week deadline to apply for funding
groups in Parkdaldigh Park wer
able to submit applications, some
working through the night, for t
Not-For-Profit Infrastructure Fund
Unfortunately, many more terrifff e
community groups could not apply
the two weeks provided. Gerard

called orthe Minister to have a seco
round in the interest of fairness.

nua

being from relatively low unemployment areas. The partisan decision making system set up
by the Harper government is responsible for several months long delay that has meant only

1% of the $4 billion
fund has been received
by municipalities at the
beginning of Septem-
ber and only 12% of
announced projects are
creating jobs, in direct
contrast to assurances
that Mr. Harper gave in
June of 80% being un-
derway.

“Sadly, nt hi
ment is not committed
to making government
act effectively atatime
whenweneedi t t o .
Gerard added

Children at the Canada Day Picnic in High Park hosted by Gerard
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New Health Services and Facilities welcomed

The summer saw ground breaking ceremonies for two local
projects that Gerard successful
representative. The vibrant Four Villages Community Health will have

to the north-west part of the riding, particularly the Dundas-Gooch and
Cooper Mills areas. The centre will provide integrated health services
and care for families, youth and seniors. The $250 million renovation
and expansion of St. Joseph©os
August as the latest phase in improving patient care facilities.

new Centre satellite facility on Dundas West to bring better primary care

He a

Iy
a

Gerard with Board Member,
Bernice Cipparrone and Executive
Director, Almerinda Rebelo

Gerard speaking with residents at Community Council meeting on May 28th

Action on Child Care, Economy Demanded at 4"
Community Council on Federal Issues

The May 28™ public meeting drew together some 80 local
residents at Swansea Town Hall to discuss strategies for developing
a national universal child care program as well as the economy.
Residents voiced their frustration that there are not enough quality
child care spaces in the riding and support for a new national child
care program. Interested attendees signed up for the Federal Child
Care Action Group to work with him on improving local access and
developing an effective federal policy.

Other topics discussed included the use of public money to
support the auto industry which Gerard supports due to the broad
impact in Ontario, and getting climate change issues back on the

Help Gerard shape
Canada from
Parkdale i High Park

Join Parkdale-Hi g h
non-partisan
fCommunity Council on
Feder al | ssueso.

Par

The council is made up
of representatives of local
organizations and interested
local residents. Members are
invited to attend regular public
town hall meetings, receive
MP reports as well as review
information and provide advice
on issues that they care about.

Sign up today by email
at kennegl@parl.gc.ca or
call us at 416-769-5072.

table.
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Community welcomes new Canadians

As part of the Parkdale Spring Fling event on June 20",
and in conjunction with Citizenship and Immigration Canada,
Gerard hosted a very moving Citizenship Ceremony for 40 new
Canadians at Masaryk-Cowan Community Centre in Parkdale.

“Peopl e boperhapsdo nCan a éna |
portant having Canadian citizenship is for newcomers who
have struggled so hard and how proud they are when they get
it, ” remar.ked Gerard

In addition to taking their oath of citizenship and re-
ceiving congratulations from Gerard, Sheldon Fainer (local
business owner and successful immigrant to Canada) and Omar
Alghabra (past MP and Immigration Critic as well as an immi-
grant to Canada), the new Canadians enjoyed wonderful re-
freshments provided by Parkdale area volunteers and beautiful
flowers from the Horticultural Societies of Parkdale and Toron-
to.

In Memoriam: the late former Senator

Stanley Haidasz (1923-2009)
(statement issued at his passing on August 6, 2009)

Stanley Haidasz was a trail blazing politician
and leader whose contributions to Canada, Polish
Canadians and Toronto will be long remembered.

Dr. Haidasz passed away August 6" at the
ageof86. He was Canadads fir g
for Multiculturalism in1972, was elected the first mod-
ern day MP of Polish-Canadian background in 1957,
became the first Senator of Polish-Canadian descent
in 1978, and a well-loved physician.

Dr . Hai daszo6s 17 yenar
mons between 1957 and 1978 covered one of the
most productive periods for that institution with the
ushering in of Medicare, establishment of the Canada
Assistance plan, bilingualism and multiculturalism and
an era of rising international stature for Canada. The
Multiculturalism policy that Dr. Haidasz oversaw
helped to solidify equal standing for Canadians of di-
verse backgrounds, cultures and religions.

Dr. Haidasz was a proud Polish Canadian and
very active in the community of Parkdale-High Park
including being a founding director of Copernicus
Lodge Seniors Centre, a tremendous community facil-
ity where he himself was resident on his passing, and
as a cardiologist contributing his time to The St. Jo-
sephos Health Centre.

Lo
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Gerard with new citizens at Special Citizenship
Ceremony Hosted by Gerard for Parkdale Spring Fling

Canada Day and the start of summer
celebrated in many ways around the
riding

Canada Day and the start of summer were
celebrated in many different ways and Gerard was
thrilled to attend some wonderful festivities around
the riding.

On June 24™ Copernicus Lodge on
Roncesvalles hosted a Canada Day Strawberry
Social followed by more delicious strawberries at the
Grenadier Retirement Residences.

June 30" saw Canada Multicultural Day at
Parkdale Intercultural Association and then a
barbeque and Canada Day Celebration at Loyola
Arrupe Centre for Seniors.

X

Gerard chats with residentst Loyola Arrupe Centre
for Seniaors

Gerard greets Dr. Haidasz at Copernicus Lodge
Canada Day Strawberry Social one month prior
to his passing on August 6"
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tion Act( war

Gerard addressing
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reS| sters)o,
i objectors from wars that were not sanctioned by the United Nations. The bill
would give legal force to a motion that has twice passed the House but been
: ignored by the Harper government.
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i New Private Members Bill Introduced

: American war resisters from the Irag war would be eligible for Cana-

¢ dian citizenship if Parliament approves the bill Gerard introduced on Sep-

: tember 17, 2009. Gerard rose in the House of Commons to introduce what is
i his first Private Members Bill as a federal Member of Parliament, with cross-
partisan support. Having consulted widely with those directly involved in help-
: ing war resisters in the riding and elsewhere, and other interested parliamen-
i tarians he introduced measures to amend the Immigration and Refugee Act.

|l ed AANn Act to

aece n ¢
seeks to

hel p

: This bill will allow for those who are being forced to return to combat :
i roles despite having completed their tour of duty, aso-c al | e d ofissstoo [

: to be given consideration to remain in Canada on Humanitarian or Compas-

House of Commons,

Sentember 16
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want ed
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t o
t hat

sionate grounds by Citizenship and Immigration Canada.
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test for Canada to assert a Canadian sensibility when people are turning to us

§for refuge
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matters of consci €
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SELECDDTTAWABPARLIAMENTARMEETI NGAND EVENTS

May 28 Subcommittee on International Human RighGolumbia | June 26 Toronto City Council MeetingStreetcar Project funding
Labour organizations

May 28 Ontario Legislative Interns June 30 Anne Golde, Pregdent and CEO, Conference Board C

May 31  Simon WiesenthaCentreSpirit of Hope BenefifToronto | July 16 Minister Ron Lemieux, Manitoba Minister of Infragtru
ture and Transportation

June 2 Transport Committee Meeting High Speed Rail July 16 Winnipeg Sikh Cultural Centre

June 3  National Liberal Caucus July 16 Winnipeg Mayor Sam Katz

June 3  CanadaJkraine Parliamentary Friendship Group July 16 Manitoba Grand Chief Ron Evans amanitoba Keewa-
tinowi OkimakanalChief, Sydnegarrioch

June 4  Sikh Annual Parliamentary Dinner July 17 Mc Gill University Professors Avi Friedman, Ahmed M,
ElGeneidy

June 6  Federation of Canadian MunicipalitiéSCM) Whistler BC| July 20 Claude Dauphin, President of the City of Montreal's
Executive Council

Jure 6 Big City Mayors Caucu$Vhistler July 20 Bernard PoulinCEO, S.M. Group International Inc

June 7 FCM Convention PlenaryVhistler August 14 Basil Stewart, President 6CM

June 10 President of Colombia, Alvaro Uribe Vélez August 18 Renew CanadadR®ndtable on Infrastructure

June 11 Transport Committeg High Speed Rail August 20 Chris Leclai¢ PEI Deputy Minister and chief of stedf
Premier

June 11 Don Newman Farewell Reception August 20 Clifford Lee, Mayor of Charlottetown

June 15 National liberal Caucus August 31 Liberal national caucus meetin§udbury

September 2

June 15 Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation Briefing | September 1 John Rodriguez, Mayor of Greater Sudbury

June 15 Charity MP Soccer Game September 1 Denis Shank, SudbuBonstruction Association

June 16 Transport Committee Meeting High Speed Rail September 1 Peter Kaiser, President of Centre for Excellence in Mi
Innovation

June 17 Mohawk Council of Akwesasne and Cornwall Chamber| September 2 DominicGiroux, President of Laurentian University

Commerce

June 17 Gary Carr, Chair of Halton Region September 2 Dick DeStefano, Executive Director of Sudbury Area N
ing Supply and Service Association

June 18 War Resisters (participated by phone) September 9 Herb Jacges, Mayor, The Pas, Manitoba

June 23 Richard Mimeau, Union Montreal Sept 15 Canadian Gop Housing Federation

June 23 Front d'action populaire en réaménagement urbain Sept 16 /I FYFRALY JFiK2fAO0 {OKz22t

(FRAPRU)Montreal
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Government Bills Stage of Legislation Vote or
Intention
G6 An Act respecting the safety of consumer products (Canada Consumer Product Safety Act) First Reading in the Senate Against
G7 An Act to amend the Marine Liability Act Royal Assent For
G8 Family Homes on Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act 1% reading *
G13 An Act to amend the Canada Grain Act 1 reading For
G15 An Act to amend the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act 1% reading in Senate For
G19 An Act to amend th€riminal Code (investigative hearing and recognizance with conditions) 1% reading *
G20 An Act respecting civil liability and compensation for damage in case of a nuclear incident 2" reading,to committee For
G23 An Act to implement the Free Tradgreement between Canada & the Republic of Colombia 1" reading *
G25 An Act to amend the Criminal Code (limiting credit for time spent irspreencing custody) Passed ¥ reading in Senate For
referred to committee
G26 An Act to amend the Crimin@lode (auto theft and trafficking in property obtained by crime) 1* reading in Senate For
G27 Electronic Commerce Protection Act 2" reading- rto committee For
G31 An Act to amend the Criminal Code, the Corruption of Foreign Public Officials Abedddntifia- 1¥ Reading *
tion of Criminals Act and to make a consequential amendment to another Act
G32 An Act to amend the Tobacco Act Second Reading in the Senate | *
and Referred to Committee
G34 An Act to amend the Criminal Code and other Acts 2" reading in house referred to| *
(Potecting Victims From Sex Offenders Act) committee
G35 An Act to deter terrorism, and to amend the State Immunity (@astice for Victims of Terrorism 1% reading in house *
Act)
G36 An Act to amend the Criminal Code 2" Reading in House arf- *
(Serious Time for the Most Serious Crime Act) ferredto Committee
G40 An Act to amend the Canada Elections Act 1¥ reading in house *
(Expanded Voting Opportunities Act)
G42 An Act to amend the Criminal Code 1¥ reading in house *
G43 An Act to amend the Corrections and Conditional Release Act and the Criminal Code 1% reading in house *
G45 An Act to amend the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act 1% reading in house *
G46 An Act to amend the Crimin&lode, the Competition Act and the Mutual Legal Assistance in 1*reading in house *
Criminal Matters Act
G47 An Act regulating telecommunications facilities to support investigations 1% reading in house *
(Technical Assistance for Law Enforcement in the 21st Century Act)
Selection of Private Members Bills:
G241 | An Act to amend the Employment Insurance Act (removal of waiting period) 2" reading, to committee For
G268 | An Actto amend the Criminal Code (minimum sentence for offences invaiaifigking of persons | 2™ readingto committee For
under the age of eighteen years)
G273 | An Act to amend the Competition Act and the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 2" reading o committee For
(right to repair)
G288 | An Act to amend théncome Tax Act (tax credit for new graduates working in designated regiond 2" reading For
G301 | An Actto amend the Criminal Code and the Firearms Act (registration of firearms) 2" reading Against
G304 | An Act to ensure secure, adequate, accessibteaifordable housing for Canadians 2" reading For
G310 | An Act to Provide Certain Rights to Air Passengers 2" reading For
G311 | An Actto ensure Canada assumes its responsibilities in preventing dangerous climate change| 2™ reading For
G356 | An Act toamend the Income Tax Act (volunteers) 1% reading For
G440 | An Act to amend the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act (war resisters) 1% reading For
7z - A . . *Yetto be determined
/I NJA U A O QRepoft anMifinBusided Infrastructure Projects Reveals Pitiful Progress
Over the summer, Gerardés office contacted citiesp to)

nounced in the flagship Infrastructure Stimulus Fund (ISF) to ascertain their status in relation to creating jobs. The resulting
study covers 946 projects (out of a total of 1,697 announced) and reveals that the Harper government has failed to generate a
significant number of jobs to help Canadians out of work. By the end of August, eight months after the funds were announced,
just 12% of the flagship $4 billion Infrastructure Stimulus Fund (ISF) is supporting any construction.

This failure to deliverisal most entirely related to factors within t
is the Harper government set up processes to give it political control over the selection of projects. The Harper government 6 s
political objectives have led to old fashioned behind closed doors political wrangling that has prevented large amounts of funds
from even being announced. In British Columbia, the government gave 8 times more funding to Conservative-held ridings, while
in Nova Scotia government-held ridings received 50% more than their fair share.

For Toronto, it took eight months for the federal government to finally announce a list of approved projects, in effect los-
ing the entire construction season. By putting the needs of the Conservative party ahead of the economy and the unemployed

the Harper government has broken trust with all those who
individuwals and communities most in need. o
INnMay, Gerard institummaudiaifeGamMadiwom kGoto enable intare

formed and assist him in holding the government accountable. If you are interested in joining the network please contact Brett
Thalmann at Kennedy.G@parl.gc.ca or call 613.992.2936
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Constituency Office Report

Our community office had
a very active summer and logged
in just under 1,000 hours of volun-
teer contribution from June to Sep-
tember. We are well served with
volunteer participation from many
students, seniors, and community-
minded people who helped Gerard
with community outreach, re-
search, local events and activities,
casework and office administra-
tion. A big thank you and appreci-
ation to all our volunteers!

We continue to work for
our community on new immigra-
tion cases and other issues (Rev-
enue Canada, Employment Insur-
ance, pension, etc.).

For help, advice or
information on Federal
matters please call:

Constituency Office
2849 Dundas Street West
Toronto, Ontario M6P 1Y6

Tel: (416) 769-5072
Fax: (416) 769-8343

Email:
kenneGl@parl.gc.ca

Office hours:
Monday-Friday 10:00am-4:00pm

Parliamentary Office

832 Confederation Building
Parliament of Canada
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6

Tel: (613) 992-2936

Fax: (613) 995-1629

Email:
Kennedy.G@parl.gc.ca

Office hours:
Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:00pm
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Selected Riding Meetings and Events

May 28 Community Council at Swansea Town &fabpic: National Child Care
May 29 Ground breaking for Four Villages Community Health Centre satellite
Mary 29 Emmanuel Howard Park Community Fundéaisdebrity auctioneer
May 30 International Day of the Child at Farmer Memorial Baptist Church
May 30  War Resisters Sup@odup

Mary 31  Walk for Values, Yofgiendas Square

June 2 Canadian Stage Company Dream in High Park

June 2 Parkdale Community Information Centre AGM*

Juen 3 Memorial for Bernard Dunn, Swansea Town Hall*

June 9 Metrolinx Open lduse*

June 17  Ribbon Cutting Ceremony CultureLink new headquarters*

June 18 OA Feast for All 6 at Evan

June 20 Tibetan Canadian Cultural Centre

June 20 Hosted Public Canadian Citizenship Ceremony for Parkdale Spring Flinc

June24  Grade 8 Graduation at Parkdale Public School

June 24  Repening of Ground Level Cafe on Queen Street West
June 25 Canada Day Strawberry Social at Copernicus Lodge
June 25  Strawberry Social at Grenadier Retirement Residences
June 25 fade 12 Graduation at Parkdale Collegiate Institute

June 28 Hope Worldwide of Canada Walkathon in High Park
June 28  MAnniversary open house at High Park Nature Centre
June 28 Toronto Pride Parade

June 30 Canada Multicultural D&aaskdale Intercultural Association
June 30 Canada Day Celebration at Loyola Arrupe Centre for Seniors
June 30 Opening night of the Dream in High Park

Juyl Hosted#0Arts in the Parkoé Canada Day

July 2 Green 13 environmental group

July 9  Parkdale Residents Association meeting about Metrolinx proposal*
July 21 Sikh Youth Charity Walk

July 22 Parkdale BIA re: beautifying CN overpass

July 22 French Educational Supply Company

July22 St . Cecil i ads SdoChabanéfamiyndr ai ser |
July 29 Womeno6s Poverty and Shel
July 29 Parkdale Legal Aid re: Family reunification legislation

July 30 METCAP Tenants Grou@ abusive landlord practices.

July 31  Meeting with Not Far from the Tree*

Aug 7  War Resisters VidilUniversity Avenue

Aug 9,10 Visitation/ Funeral for Senator Stanley Hajdasz

u

Aug 13 ORoncesvalles Renevoedod re

Profits
Aug 13  St. Joan of Arc Development of Peace Initiative re3edl C
Aug 25  Dr. N. Nitti from Parkdale Community Health Centre re: HIN1
Aug 25 Indian Road PS fundraiser ldnidhi family
Aug 27  Community Council canvass
Aug 28  Opening night for the Sunnyside Beach Juried Art Show
Aug 30 Parkdale Islamic EdationCentre
Sept 9 Opening of the Junction Arts Festival*
Sept 10 Ground Breaking for Our
Sept 12 Community Office volunteer apprecidtimyola Arrupe
Sept 12,13 Junction Arts Festival
Sept 13 Terry Fox Run in High Park

*representative was present

*

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PleaseMark Your Calendar!
October 17, 2009 T Next Community Council Meeting -

ilhe Economy and t hi@catifmmBxih Hoa Wesh\d@llayé afda.
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