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Standing Firm for Effectl\Feefugee
Reform

In a rare example of the
government conceding to
Opposition and public
pressure, the Harpergo
ernmentgave way to a
better law for reforming
Canadads refl
that was passed by all
parties at the end of the
sessionThe Liberal Party
turned down an earlier
version of Bill G11, forc-
ing the Harper gover
ment to improve on the
measures contained iin
At stake was how Canad:
would treat people turning
to us for protection from
persecution in their countries of origin, The final bill has the potential to generéagr-
being deprived of fundamental rights, er and quicker hearinder legitimate ad
subjectedo tortureor even death. @& unfoundectlaimants alike.r the five years
ada accepts 28,006fugees peyear.  since it first took officethe Harper gover
Gerard was actively involved with locaim e n diginal performance has increased the
riding organizations such &omero backlog by over 300% from 20,000 to 60,00C
Houseand national graps such as the cases leaving those individuals and families |

Canadian Council of Refugedabe R& 3 protracted limbo waiting up to four aathalf
ugee Lawyes Association ininternal  years.

discussions within the Liberal party ant
between parties.

Metrolinx Communities Action Group Gets Local Mandate

Gerardbs propos
munities Action Group received a strong
mandate from the 90 Parkdaiégh Park
residents at the May 19 Community @eu
cil meeting held at Bishop Marce
co/Thomas Merton Catholic Secondary
School.

The obgctive is to provide a forum for all
orders of government (federal, provincial
municipal and school board) to suppont i
proved rail transit by GO Metrolinx that
creates no negative health impacts on an
of the nieghbourhoods it passes thraugh

A grateful groupof refugees fronRomero House

écontinue8@

f The initial focus is on those communitigs d
rectly affected by the Georgetown line erpa
sion in both 416 and 905 areas.

The group will provide a main point of co
tactbetween GO Metrolinx and area repr
sentatives, ensure thiiere are no barriers to
electrification and encouradunding of fully
independent health studies.

Having successfully worked with local res
dents to limit the effects of pHdriving
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Canada Hosted G8 and G20 Become Page 2

Summits to Mismanagement

City of Toronto, Residents and Businesses Stuck with Cos

The Harper government has mismanaged Analysts have indicated that last minute
the G8 and G20 Summits into a price tag decisioamaking by the government to
of at least 1.3 billion dollars for Cana- move the site of the G20 to Toronto has
dians, some 20 times over the cosif the effectively doubled the costs.
previous summitand 6 times the cost of
the last summit hosted in Canada.

The poomplanning seems to be influence
by political considerations to give Indust
Only the broad outlines of the cost overrur Minister Tony Clement a platform to fun
have been made public. Nearly a billion local projects in his riding of Parry Soun
dollars are to be spent on security alone. Muskoka.
The gatherings of the leaders of majon-ec
nomic nations have ballooned from argeri
inal estimate of $300 million without exgl
nation as details have been hidden behinc
the pretense of security concerns

Mr. Clement was given a $50 millionge
acy fund on top of another $35 million i
infrastructure stimulus spending. Much ¢
the money was allocated to his own rain
try and was not subject to any independ

iCanada shoul d scutny
examp|e of functional austerity As Infrastructure Critic, Gerard raised
and instead we have this emba questions of the propriety of Mrl&

_ ment 6s speci al f un GerardinQuestion Periath June 1
S S 1 N g <«aX 68 €Cx 8 3 r' Commons several times last fall, before seeking answers on G20 Summit Cos
these prices, the n thegeneral messofthe Summitcoss bgovernmenb f Toronto, 0
having. o came known. during Question Period on June 1.
The Summit goals have been obscured by Notwithstanding the eypopping excess 7 unf or t unat el y; t
the symbols of the fake lake for visiting ~ the Harper governmentis stillnotceve me nt 6s i dea of pa
media costing $57,000, and incomplete g ing the reasonable security costs incurrgy p o j t my wayo, s

zebos, new sidewalks and washrooms at 1 by the city of Toronto nor will they cover of respect towards Toronto and other
cog of hundreds of thousands of dollars 2( reasonable costs incurred by localibus ¢ j t | es . o

and 40 kilometers away from the meeting nesses or residents, despite beind-cha

site. The 63 hours of meetings will cost  lenged on the issue by Gerard. The Liberal Party of Canada has set
Canada more than the 5 years of contib 7 Thi s government (@ AG8/ G20 Waste C
tions to help the v canadaofhostingthe G20 intobotha $4928.32 pesecond cost of the

and children, which is supposed to be the financial debacle, and amfair burden on G8/G20 and can be found at:

focusof the meeting. the businesses, residents and the http://www.liberal.ca

Canadians to Pay f mfrastrGcture Deadlineat i

An investigation by Gerardandhis A The Conser vati ve Factorssuch aslong delays for federal
office has revealed that hundreds of themselves look like better fiscal ma-  approvals, adverse weather, and local and
millions of dollars in extra costs will bagers by stiffing cities and towns acrossprovincial elections have created unfair risk
incurred and less work accomplishecthe country for the bill for projects that to local ratepayers.
the federal infrastructure programs irthey took on in good faith. Thg is no The federal government is not being aske
the curent fiscal year. way to build a country,0 saidGerard.  to award any additional funds, only to be

In a report soon to be pub“sh@b- Having enticed munipalities to start flexible Wher_e warrantesio asnotto deny
rard indicates that municipalities face Projects the federal government is now Money promised due to reasonatitays.
serious problems as the result of an .using the deadline to force costs off their In his previous documented rgportsa-G )
bitrary deadline being imposed by thibooksandonto local property taxpayers, 'ard has demonstrated how the jobs promis

o . . ... to Canadians in expensive television adsert
Harper government for completiovith At hearings of the Standing Committeg "\ ore :10,[ genergted in the first yeaths
a sample of 30@rojects worth $ bil-  on Transportation anthfrastrudure, org-

i ) : . - r : inf imulus prograrin a stud
lion show 30°/(fgcmg_ser|ous probler_mnally instigated by Geraydut stripped :gttre?sgz)l;?g;)frasggub;sg;gvegrnment daata};
Most are facing higher costs, whiltdown in reach by the Conservatives or,

some have to seriously undermine thing with the Bloc Quebecois, represent leased Ey the Parllame_zntary Budget Officer
. . o " .~ only 12% of the flagship Infrastructurei-St

project quality to stay on budget, whitives of Quebec and British Columbiaim & <" o2 generatifups. The ©-

still others are forced to cancel the njcipal associations made it clear that th '

: : . . ortsshowed the delays were due to exte
projects entirely. deadlines were unfair and costly. Eive partisarilnterferenz:/e in project choices



http://www.liberal.ca/

International Media Coverage for
Gerardos Privat e

The beginning othesecond reading
debate of Gerardi
bill to ensure fair treatment for Ame
ican Iraq war resisters received inte m

national and national media coverag: ®

earlier this month. ThBill would

insert provisions into Canemh lawto Some 200 conscientious objectors
give the resi st e fromthe United States are in Canac
compassi onat eo0 c facingdeportation due to heavy

an earlier generation provided to  handed interference by the Harper
American resisters and draft dodgergovernment. Polling has showmata
of the Vietham War. majority of Canadians in all prowia

es, incuding Albertaarein favour of
USA Todaythe second largest US  5j10ing them to stay in this country

newspaper, included Gerard and Bi”and the House of Commons has a
C-440inacoves t o1y €Nt kgady passed two motions that have

Canada once more, US troops fleeinyeen ignored by the Conservatives.
war o the day bef

its first hour of debate in Parliament. Representatives of all parties, excey

. ; the governing Conservativespoke in

k t } @_m B favourof the measures contained in
N -~ _ ) the Bill. The next stage of debate

Le Monde sometimes referred to as tgkes place on Septembéf, 201Q

Franceds nat i onraincluding a critical vote.

ried a piece interviewing Gerard and

notes the importance of tiiall to the
war resisterso

Me

£ USA

In his speech, Gerard spoke on the
C need to reflect a Canadian sensiyilit
jonthewarinlragi Ther e i
basic principleabout whether our i
itary should have any limits in the
they are

Gerard also did stints on nationalete
vision and radio explaining thsill,
including a lively exchange on the
Dave Rutherford Shava notable rightord € I s
wing radio call in program in Calgarystated Gerard
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Effective Refugee
Reform

é.continued from g
Theoriginal proposals gave too much
arbitrary power tahe Minister to discr
minate against classes of people deper
ing on their country of origin, removed
the opportunity for legitimate consiger
tion of circumstances on humanitan

and compassionate grounds, and expo:
our courts to huge volumes appeals of
underqualified decision makers. Most
of these problems have been limited or
remedied in the final bill.

Noting that Canada has become home
an estimated 1 million refiees in its fs-
tory but that it has also made mistakes
turning away bona fide refugees, Gere
believes that the compromise can perm
Canada to retain its reputation as a pla
of refuge while regaining some of its
credibility for effective governmetrbut
notesthatfhow this bill is implemented
will define whethe

~  Above: singer and activid¥largaret Maye and

Gerard at th&0th Wedding Anniversary celebia-

tion for Sophie and Jesse Flis
[Photo credit: Gary Neumann]

Left: Ferd Schroedero f
studentUpkirt Deau and teacheRichard Stickel,
perform ribborcutting at the opening of thaucy

Mc Donal dos

McCormick Sr. Schooladapted playground



Katyn Massacre Recognition Resolution Page 4

Gerard recently followed through on his pledge to try ant
obtain some closure for Polish Canadians concerning th
yearold matter of the Katyn Massacre. The historical ev
gained the worl dodés attent
of the Polish Predent Kachynskihis wife and a 94 persor
entourage of many of the
en route to a commeoration at the location in Russia.

On June 17, Gerard tabled a motion calling for Canada t
seek Russiads recognition
Soviet Union of 22,000 Polish military and civilian leader
as a war crime and to open its archiveprtuvide all doa-
mentary evidence. There has only been limited ackrebwl
gement and none was ever prosecuted for the acts.

AHi story, such as this, |

affected, 0 said Gerard wh Marek Goldym andGerard at the Official Opening
each year at théatyn monument on Roncesvalles with of theKatyn Massacre Exhibit at Metro Hall

local residents, including many who had relatives murde _ _

Ailt is not only for them The unanimous consent was gotenby the House
have to expunge evil acts such as this by exposing then  due to several Conservative members, but Gerard a
fully.o other MPs will reintroduce the motion in the fall and

will conduct an education campaign ahead of time tc
The Polish ScoutingAssociationand Polish National kion securdts passage. If you would like to assist, please
organized a special display of the photographic evidence contact Krystyna at your @amunity Office at (416)
the massacre at Metktall in Toronto from Jund5to June  7695072.
22.

Building ANational Housing Strategy

Gerard Demands Action on Federal Homelessness Funding in Regina and Vancouver

Gerardmade his fourth anfifth stops on his Solving Homelessness toureakefal Housing Critic, visiting with
people in sheltersctivists and organizations in bd®egina and Vancouvein both cities, Gerard called again on
the Harper government to increase funding forstagnanfederal program to prevent and reduce homelessness.

Ailt i s morally wrong for the Harper governmenta-t
ble 6 Ger ard sai d. il ot i s time f o rral govemmdntitootire sable tdhsolves
homelessness and enshusinga f f or dabi |l ity for all Canadians. 0

Regina has had a new jump in housing issues associated with recent economic prosperity that has raised rej
squeezed availability. While in tloity, Gerard met witmesidents andtaff and took atourdfly A u nt  @re

of several YWCA projects that provides free shelter, food and assistance for up to 120 Womésrcility has been
routinely full since it first opened its doors blovember 19, 2009, and staff members are often forced to turn pe
away.

Vancouver has a long standing issue with housing affordability. It is a significant priority for both city and pro
governments, but the federal governmentis absentdrory i ni ti ati ves. As a r e:s
strategy has only 20% of the new units required halfway through its ten year plan. Gerard toured an old hotg
chased by the province and being converted into more of a residence by B@hdberard met with thbead of
BC Housing, as well a8EO of Atira Property Management, Janice Abbwtiich is a large not for profit, and Bren
Granby, President of the West End Residents Associat®arard also toured tliMole Hill Housing Servics,

which provides secure and affordable housing for low to miohdieme individualsseniors and families withian
entire city block oenvironmentally consciouse novat ed ol der fAheritaged ho




Resounding Mandate for Local
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Metrolinx  Action Group

1é

construction Gerard realized that there must be a coordine
and effective way of getting Metrolinx to recognize comm
nity needs. The Canadian Transportation Agency made a
ing that Metrolinx had to take those needs into account fir:

Continuedf r om page

The group will also assigt integrating rail transit impra#
ments into a regional transportation strategy, ensuring tha
every level of governmetitincluding the federal levél is

As the Opposition Critic for Infrastructure, Comrniwun
ties, and Cities, Kennedy observed that Toronto has
received its fair share of federal infrastructure funds.

A dozen area federal representatives have agreed t
take part and various municipal and provincial eepr
sentatives have expressed interdste first meeting of
will be convened in late June or early July. For mort
information, please contact the Community Office.

contributing a fair share, and make sure Toronto is taken
account in a national transit stegy.

The group also anticipates supporting the further develo
ment of a citizenbds orgeani
sentative and accountable to residents and commurnities.
would also review the new for new powers for existing b
dies, and clearesponsibilities with respect to health pmte
tion in railway rights of ways.

Parkdale High Park residents speaking to Gerardviellt
ing theCommunity Councibn Federal Issuebleeting
on May 19, 2010

For help, advice or information on federal or
community matters please contact your:

Community Office

2849 Dundas Street West

Toronto, Ontario M6P 1Y6

Tel: (416) 769-5072

Fax: (416) 769-8343

Email: KenneGl@parl.gc.ca
Office hours:

Monday - Friday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Parliamentary Office
832 Confederation Building
Parliament of Canada

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6

Tel: (613) 992-2936

Fax: (613) 995-1629

Email: Kennedy.G@parl.gc.ca

Office hours:

Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Website: gerardkennedy.ca

If you are interested in volunteer opportunities please
send an email to volunteer@gerardkennedy.ca
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